BATH

and architectural transformation which is associated with the
name of Beau Nash, who as Master of Ceremonies was for half
a century the uncrowned King of Bath. Under his rule the
rapacity of landladies and chairmen alike was curbed; the
town was cleaned, lighted, paved and rebuilt by the Woods ;
a fine orchestra was engaged and the Pump Room and the
Assembly rooms were built. Defoe says that the city was once
called * Urbs Aegrotorum Hominum ', but was now (the resort
of the sound rather than the sick ; the bathing is made more a
sport and a diversion than a physical prescription and the town
is taken up in raffling, gameing, visiting, and in a word, all
sorts of gallantry and levity.' Nor did the efforts of Wesley and
of Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, deflect Bath from its
pleasure-loving character.

But Nash effected an even more remarkable change in the
manners of the place, as can be seen from the famous Code of
Behaviour which he posted in the Pump Room in 1742. He
waged a successful war against the snobbery and arrogant
manners of his age. In Bath, the nobility danced with perfect
amiability with the daughters of country squires and even
trades people ; duchesses had to bow before Nash's objection
to the wearing of aprons ; the ' Hogs Norton squires ' learnt,
reluctantly, not to appear at dances in boots, and even the
nobility gave up the wearing of swords.

Bath life was, for a century, the epitome of the social life of
the period. Prior Park, the home of Ralph Allen, was the
rendezvous of artists, poets, playwrights, actors and men of
letters. Hence nearly all the novels and plays of the period
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